SIENA/FRANCIS HOUSE

New Apartments &
		 Community Services Facility

SIENA/FRANCIS HOUSE
Founded in 1975, the Siena/Francis House is Nebraska’s largest homeless shelter,
providing food, emergency shelter, clothing and other services to homeless men,
women, and children. The Siena/Francis House also houses a chemical addictions
treatment center, a day services center, an employment training program, and a
medical clinic. The Siena/Francis House has an “open door” policy, in that we
try to never turn away any person or family who comes to us in need, regardless
of the circumstances that led them to seek our help.
THE PROJECT
The Siena/Francis House is embarking on the next phase of its campus
development effort to better serve our community’s homeless men, women and
children who show up in need of housing and assistance. This next phase includes
the construction of two Permanent Supportive Housing facilities, a Community
Services Facility and expanded parking. The construction of the housing and
the community service facilities is in partnership with the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development, the Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka, the
Nebraska Investment Finance Authority, US Bancorp Community Development
Corporation, and US Bank. The total development cost is $7.25 million. There
were no permanent financing or local dollars invested into this project, which is
unique to this community.
PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING APARTMENTS
The permanent housing consists of 48 efficiency apartment units, each of which
will house homeless men and women who have a disabling condition. The new
apartments – to be constructed along 18th Street, directly west of our existing
facilities – will complement our family and single-men’s shelters, as well as the
transitional housing we currently provide. The disabled homeless persons who
will live in these 48 efficiency units will also have the ability to utilize the services
provided in our soon-to-be-constructed Community Services Facility. Each
disabled, homeless person who lives in one of these efficiency apartments will
pay $250 rent, which includes utilities.
COMMUNITY SERVICES FACILITY
The Community Services Facility will be located immediately north of the
apartments, along 18th Street. This facility will contain a reception area, offices for
our employees and for employees of our partnering agencies, classrooms, meeting
rooms and nursing stations. Our case managers will work closely with – and
provide services to – the homeless persons who will stay in the new apartments, as
well as to all of the homeless who come to us in need of services. The Community
Services Facility will be a “one-stop service center” that will help the homeless to
obtain employment, off-campus housing, healthcare, education, social services,
veterans-specific services & other government assistance, and mental health
services.

Typical Efficiency Apartment

First Floor, Community Services Center

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q. When will the apartments be ready?
A. We expect the apartments will be ready for occupancy in October, 2012. We plan to start the application process in July, 2012.
Q. What are the qualifications needed to be eligible to get an apartment?
A. Each tenant must currently be homeless and have a verifiable disability. Types of disabilities include, but are not limited to the following: physical illness or
disability; diagnosable substance use disorder; serious mental illness; developmental disability; post traumatic stress disorder; and cognitive impairment.
Q. Is there a lease and what is the rent?
A. There will be a lease. The Seldin Company will be managing the buildings and they will handle the leases and collect the monthly rent of $250, which includes
utilities.
Q. How will I pay the rent?
A. Siena/Francis House case workers will help tenants set up a checking account and an automatic withdrawal to pay for the rent. Staff will assist persons who may
qualify for benefits to apply for: Social Security; disability; housing vouchers; Veterans assistance; and General Assistance.
Q. How do I apply?
A. See a caseworker in the Day Services Center or people working the desk in the shelter for a Tenant Sign-Up Sheet. Staff will help you fill out the sheet and ask for
some information to determine if you are eligible for one of the apartments. Once a person who is interested in becoming a tenant in the new apartments is prequalified,
the information will be given to the Seldin Company, and the Seldin Company will set up the lease.
Q. What are the rules?
A. The rules will be the same as for any other apartment building. The apartment is your home. There will be restrictions on illegal drugs and illegal activities,
monetary penalties for property damage, and an expectation to keep the apartments and community area clean.
Q. What furniture and amenities will be provided in each apartment?
A. The following furniture and amenities will be provided in each apartment: bed, 2 chairs, dresser, microwave, refrigerator, sheets, pillow, bedspread, dishes,
silverware and internet access.
Q. Will I still be able to go to the Day Services Center during the day and to the Baright Shelter in the evening?
A. Sure. We want to you to be comfortable in your new home. Please know, though, that the apartment buildings will have a community room for tenants in which you
will be able to socialize and hang out.
Q. What services will be provided to me in the future?
A. Each tenant will be assigned a Siena/Francis House case worker who will provide case management. Tenants may also receive other Siena/Francis House services,
including; medical, meals, credit counseling, nutrition, & transportation.

